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John Maxwell 1765(?)-1857
Posted 26 Apr 2011 by strega29845 
Maxwell is an old Scottish name, so although the Maxwells were said to have emigrated from Ireland, they were likely “Ulster Scots” rather than of truly Irish descent. The oldest written history of John Maxwell is from 1857 in the Bloomington  Daily Pantagraph:
Tuesday, August 20, 1857, Page 2, Col. 3.
DIED: On Wednesday at 9 A.M. at his residence West end of Front Street Old father John Maxwell age about 100 years.
Thursday, August 22, 1857. Page 3, Col. 1.
Father Maxwell was born about a century ago in the province, now state of Maryland, from there he with his parents moved to South Carolina. He then married and moved to North Carolina where he lived for 21 years and where 14 of his children were born. From North Carolina he moved to Indiana and thence to the site on which Bloomington now stands in the year 1828. Soon after which he settled on the place where he died which makes 20 years in this place.
            His religious life was consistent as all testify who knew him. He was first Baptist and 29 years ago connected himself with the Christian Church in which faith he remained to the day of his death. He was a peaceable citizen, respected by all who knew him.
He died full of years leaving two maiden daughters at home and numerous family of children and grand- children to mourn his loss.
He died on the 19th day of August 1857. 
 There is also a story from 1916, provided by a Miss Edna Tiffy of Clinton, Missouri and recorded in the Maxwell family history. The information about his age comes directly from his gravestone, which might be incorrect. From the Maxwell History and Genealogy (Houston et al., 1916):
                John Maxwell, of Ashe County, North Carolina, was probably the son of John Maxwell, a full-blooded Irishman, who lived to be 102 years old. He died August 19, 1857, aged 92 years and 26 days. He married Jane Brasewell, a Scotchwoman, who died December 29, 1833, aged 59 years, 7 months and 24 days. They removed to Orange and Lawrence Counties, Indiana. From there they went to Bloomington, Ill., where they died, and are buried in Woodlawn Cemetery. They belonged to the New Light Church. Issue:
                1. Lucinda Maxwell, married Martin Scott. Res. McClain County, Illinois.
                2. Polly Maxwell, married Martin Scott (her brother-in-law). They removed to Daviess County, Missouri, near Gallatin, where both are buried.
                3. Nancy Maxwell, married John Catham. They lived, died and are buried in the eastern part of McClain County, Illinois.
                4. Delitha Maxwell, married Chester Jolly and lived in Daviess County, Missouri, near Gallatin.
                5. Susan Maxwell, married John Cheney. From Saybrook, McClain County, Illinois, they removed to California.
                6. Phoebe Maxwell, died in Bloomington, Ill., married Jeremiah Payne.
                7. William Maxwell, died February 26, 1839, aged 42 years.
                8. John Maxwell, died January, 1891, near Wapella, McClain County, Illinois.
                9. David Maxwell, lived near Rock River.
                10. Mahalay Maxwell.
                11. Obediance Maxwell.
                12. Olitha Maxwell.
                13. Jane Maxwell, unm. She and her widowed sister, Delitha, reared twin sons of the Cathams, Isaac and James.
                14. Elizabeth Maxwell. (There were probably four more children.) She was born January 30, 1800, died November 17, 1893. On June 19, 1821, she was married to James Toliver by Rev. Lewis Bryan, in Orange County, Indiana. For six years they lived in Lawrence County Indiana. From there they moved to Bloomington, Illinois.
Since John Maxwell chose to live his life on the frontier, there are many holes in his story, and the mythical 102-year-old Irish father might be just a myth. The Sons & Daughters of the American Revolution have placed a note on his record stating that future applicants must prove “correct service” for John Maxwell, Ancestor #A075942. In 1929, a Mrs. P.R. Minahan of Green Bay, WI contacted the U.S. Department of Interior’s Bureau of Pensions regarding John Maxwell’s Revolutionary War service. It seems the family had no specific information regarding him, other than the fact that he had moved from Ashe County, North Carolina and later to Lawrence and Orange Counties, Indiana. His obituary indicated that he was born in Maryland and lived in South Carolina before moving to North Carolina, and his descendents have searched for records in all three states.
John Maxwell’s descendents have only recently found compelling evidence of his service in the Revolutionary War, in and around Wilkes County, North Carolina, in the New River Valley west of the Blue Ridge. Wilkes County was formed in 1777 from Surry (earlier Rowan) and, some say, the District of Washington, although the boundary description doesn't include land from Virginia, and in fact Washington County (now Tennessee) was created simultaneously in the same session. The act forming Wilkes was to become effective February 15, 1778, named in honor of John WILKES, an Englishman who befriended the colonies during the Revolutionary War.
 
Until 1799 when Ashe Co, NC was created from Wilkes, the northern border of Wilkes County was the Virginia state line. Regular, Ongoing Major Disputes took place between North Carolina and Virginia as to where the state line actually lay, and individuals living anywhere within 20 miles of the present-day state line might live in Virginia one year, North Carolina the next and the Virginia the following. 
John Maxwell served in North Carolina during the Revolutionary War with Captain James Dysart’s Company of Light Horse in service on tour to North Carolina under the command of Col. William Campbell. He is listed on the payroll of 21 May, 1781 on page 1252 Virginia Soldiers of 1776. (Burgess, 1927) The men in Dysart’s company were from Washington County, Virginia, just north of the nebulous Virginia/North Carolina border. As noted above, John Maxwell’s residence in North Carolina, for which evidence is provided in this document, was close enough to Washington County, VA for John Maxwell to have enlisted there.
The name John Maxwell also appears on the Battle of Kings Mountain Patriot Roster. (Moss, 1990) Since Captain Dysart’s company took part in the battle, it is likely that John Maxwell was there with him. King's Mountain is unique in America's history: This battle – fought by little more than 1,000 militiamen without orders, formal military training, uniforms or provisions, with no promise of pay, against the supposedly “superior forces” of noted English Col. Patrick Ferguson—is credited by most early historians with having changed the course of the Revolution in the South, and may have even insured that the original number of colonies in these United States of America would be thirteen, not ten. This was because only two major battles (at Charleston and Camden) had been fought in the South in 1780, and the Whigs had been defeated at both. These defeats were followed by unsubstantiated reports that England would agree to a division under which North and South Carolina (including present-day Tennessee) and Georgia would remain British.
 The following is the Statement of Colonel Thomas Maxwell about the Battle of Kings Mountain in 1780. The battle site is preserved in Kings Mountain National Military Park, and volunteers stage annual reenactments of the battle. The following is a description of the battle from The Battle of King’s Mountain: Eyewitness Accounts – The battle that Turned the Tide of the American Revolution (Dunkerly, 2007):
  
 
 
“Was in Colonel Isaac Shelby’s regiment and Captain James Shelby’s company, in the battle of King’s Mountain. Three Tories were caught about two miles from where the army lay, who gave the information of their position on the mountain, as I was told. They were complelled to pilot us the most direct route, part of the guard was posted, which were attacked by part of our men. Here I saw Colonel Campbell on a bay horse, in his shirt sleeves. He had principally rode this horse on the march. I knew both of his horses well. The action in a few moments began at the most eastern end of the spur of the mountain where Campbell commanded. Campbell’s and Shelby’s men were fighting against the British regulars commanded in person by Ferguson, for some time before Cleveland and Sevier’s men got into action.
Capt. Shelby’s company, to which I belonged, was repulsed as often as twice by the British regulars; were rallied, and renewed the fight, driving the enemy to the top of the mountain, where we were joined by Col. Campbell’s main body, and forced our foes along the summit to their wagons and tents. By this time Cleveland’s and Sevier’s columns were in action. About three minutes after Ferguson was killed, I saw Col. Campbell – he was then on foot. The enemy then very quickly hoisted their first flag, and commenced surrendering in every direction. The next officer I saw was Col. Shelby. The enemy surrendered in great confusion. A court marital was held next day and thirty-nine of the prisoners were condemned to be hung.”
AUTHOR DUNKERLY’S NOTE: Maxwell fought at Kings Mountain under Shelby. Several other Maxwells – George, John and James – were at the battle and may be related, but definite proof is lacking. After the war, Thomas Maxwell settled in Kentucky. His account has many detailed observations of the fighting and of Campbell.
             Lt. George Maxwell was another New River denizen. He, like Col. Thomas Maxwell served in the Sullivan County (NC) Regiment of Militia under Col. Isaac Shelby. Sullivan County was adjacent to Wilkes County North Carolina and was later ceded to Tennessee. Such specific information about John Maxwell may be available at the Kings Mountain Military Park. It would be very interesting to know the company with which John Maxwell served. If it was Capt. James Dysart’s Company of Light Horse, this fact, coupled with John Maxwell’s documented payment for service (Burgess, 1927) and tax records from Wilkes County, NC in the late 1700s (see below), may be enough to satisfy the requirements for membership the Sons of the American Revolution. 
Capt. Dysart’s company was also one of two companies that Colonel William Campbell led into the Battle of Whitesell’s Mill on March 6, 1781 in present-day Guildford County, NC. During that battle the Continental Army encamped near Reedy Fork, where, according to local records, at least one John Maxwell had been living since 1772. (Rankin, 1920)
Later that month, Dysart’s company participated in the Battle of Guilford Courthouse, in which a force of 1,900 British troops under General Lord Cornwallis defeated an American force of 4,000. Interestingly, John Maxwell’s future wife’s father John Braselton of High Point was killed not far from the courthouse on the day before the battle. Visitors can learn about the battle at the Guilford Courthouse National Military Park in Greensboro, NC.
 
 
As previously noted, John Maxwell lived in Ashe County, NC. Before 1798 Ashe County was part of Wilkes County. (Arthur, 1914) The earliest John Maxwell to appear in the area is listed in the 1793 tax list of Wootten District, Wilkes County, NC. (Jackson, 1999, p.296) The 1790 census of nearby Guilford County records another John Maxwell living with a female, both “over 16 years of age.” (Ancestry.com, 2010) This may have been the son of the settler described in Rev. S.M. Rankin’s History of Buffalo Presbyterian Church and Her People. (Rankin, 1920) Rev. Rankin describes a John Maxwell who settled in Guilford County in 1772, on the Waters of Reedy Fork, in the northwestern part of modern Greensboro, NC. In 1778 this John Maxwell was granted another deed from the state of North Carolina for more land near Reedy Fork. (Bailey, 2001) Rankin reports that John Maxwell’s sons were named John, Samuel and Thomas, and that “Some of the Maxwell family located farther east and united with the Haw River Church.” John’s son Samuel Maxwell was born around 1743 and died on the family land in 1799. Samuel’s widow Elizabeth was listed on the U.S. Census of Guilford County in 1800, and she supposedly lived in the family home until 1806. 
John Maxwell of Reedy Fork could have been the father of John Maxwell of Ashe County. The name John Maxwell appears again in the 1800 Census of Guilford County, listing him and a female, both over 45 years old. (Ancestry.com) In 1800, John Maxwell of Ashe County was living with his wife Jane, and neither one of them had reached the age of 45. The couple recorded in the Guilford County census would have been too old to be John and Jane Maxwell. The name John Maxwell does not appear on any census of Guilford County in 1810. As yet, there is no written corroboration of Miss Edna Tiffy’s claim that John Maxwell’s father was an Irishman who lived to be 102 years old.
John Maxwell may have been related to William Maxwell, who also lived in Wilkes/Ashe County in the late 1700s. William Maxwell married Lucy Toliver, raised his family in Ashe County, NC and then relocated to Orange County, Indiana shortly before his death. Many  of William's children, as well as members of the Toliver family had also relocated to Indiana, and John Maxwell's daughter Elizabeth married Lucy Toliver Maxwell's nephew James Toliver.
According to the Daughters of the American Revolution (Tiffy, 1913), John and Jane Maxwell moved to Lawrence County, Indiana between 1798 and 1821. Several John Maxwells appear in the U.S. Census records of different North Carolina counties, but no John Maxwell appears in the census of Ashe County. The family may already have been moving into the Indiana Territory, which had no census at the time. It appears that he acquired land in Orange County, Indiana in 1816. The following is from the History of Orange County, Indiana (Goodspeed Bros., 1884):
                                    SETTLEMENT OF ORLEANS TOWNSHIP
The present township of Orleans was organized with the county, and a large part of it was formerly embraced in what was then known as Lost River Township. It is situated in the best part of Orange County for agricultural pursuits, and the land was early and eagerly taken up by the first settlers. Lost River sinks in the southeastern part. and the dry bed or channel extends on across a considerable of the southern part of the township. Up to and including the year 1812, there were nearly 1,300 acres of land entered in this township, and all of it within six sections immediately along the Lost River channel. The following is a list of the entries that comprise that amount of land, and they are the only ones made in this township up to that time. In Township 2 north, and Range 1 east William Brooks. April 13, 1812, 158.40 acres in Section 3; Daniel Findley, May 16, 1812, 153.20 acres in Section 3; Benjamin Freeman, April 11. 1812. 160 acres in Section 4; James Maxwell, October 10, 1809, 160 acres in Section 5; Benjamin Freeman, April 19, 1812, 160 acres in Section 7; Robert Field, April 21, 1812, 176 acres in Section 7; Benjamin Freeman, April 18, 18 12, 160 acres in Section 8. In Township 3 north, and Range 1 east David Findley, November 14, 1811, 160 acres in Section 34. 
Other entries of land in this township before the year 1820 were as follows: In 1813, Simon Denny, Joseph Maxwell Jr., Roger McKnight, John Boggs and Samuel Gunthoy. In 1814, Peter Mahan, David Findley, Elizabeth Lee and Samuel Lewis. In 1815, Isaac Kimbly, Lindsley Ware, James Lewis, John and Jacob Elrod, Roger McKnight, Joseph Maxwell, Jr., William Lindley, Sr.. James Sprow, John Besey and George Blair. In 1816, John Crow, Benjamin Freeman, Christian Hostetler, William Kerr, John Sears, William Holman, Henry Sanders, John McVey, William Kirtman, Thomas Tate, Samuel Wood, Henry Speed and JOHN MAXWELL. In 1817, Henry McGee, John Mayall, Elisha Walling, Joseph Sullivan, Thomas Edwards, Garret Voris and Samuel Lewis. In 1818, William Salee, Fendes Sutherland, Thaddeus Fisher, Abraham Hentman, Hiram and Absalom Gross, James Roberts and Francis Bland. In 1819, R. McLean, Jonathan Wright, J. G. Carr, William G. Berry and Phillip Sutherland. 
In 1820 John Maxwell resided in Northwest Township, Orange County, Indiana with 7 children under 16 (5 girls and 2 boys), 3 daughters over 16 years old, his wife (26 - 44 years old), and himself, over 45 years old. The household included 1 female over 45 years old, perhaps his mother or mother-in-law. He is supposed to have moved to Illinois around 1821. (Tiffy, 1913)
            According to the UC Census, in 1830 he lived in Tazewell County, Illinois with 10 family members. He claimed to be between 60 and 69 years old at the time. (Ancestry.com, 2001)
            In 1840 John Maxwell resided in McLean County, Illinois and had aged 70-79 years. His wife passed away in 1833, so by 1840 he was living with four of his children.
            1850 he lived in Bloomington, McLean County, Illinois with daughters Jane and Delitha. He reported that he was 89 years old, making his birth year around 1861. He also declared that he was born in Maryland. Unless and until his pension application is found, this will remain the only written record of that fact.
            In 1855 he still resided in McLean County, IL; this census indicates that he was then over 90 years old.
It is possible that his family took 90 to be his age in 1855 and added two years to get the age carved on his gravestone, which reads “Died Aug 19, 1857. Aged 92 Ys & 26 Ds.” This results in a birth date of July 25th, 1865. If John was actually 89 years old in 1850, his birth year would have been 1861. The fact that his obituary in the Bloomington Daily Pantagraph describes him as being born “about a century ago” hints that the family was unsure of his exact age. The earlier birth date fits better with earlier census records (he reported being over 45 years old in 1820, over 90 years old in 1855, etc.) It also makes more sense for him to have served from 1775 to 1783 during the Revolutionary War, as the Daughters of the American Revolution claimed. In 1974 the Letitia Green Stevenson and DeWitt Clinton Chapters of the DAR marked John Maxwell's grave in Woodlawn Cemetery, Bloomington for his service. They cited pension papers indicating that he was born in Kent County, Maryland, and that his father’s name was John, but those pension records have not been located in recent times.
It is known that, after he moved to McLean County, IL, John Maxwell helped establish the “New Light” Church in Bloomington in 1838. The New Light Schism was a division in the Presbyterian and Congregational denominations in the mid-eighteenth century, primarily over practical matters of Christian experience. The Old Side was so insistent on separation of church and state that its members did not vote and would not serve on juries. The New Light party, with their English Puritan background, grew out of the Great Awakening and revived a more experiential interpretation of the Christian life. They were essentially evangelical Calvinisits.
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